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as representing the nation, to the priesthood,
was to influence the English Tudors in their
dealings with the Church. The fourteenth
century prepared the way for the Reformation
of the sixteenth.

In England itself Wyclif started a movement
which had much in common with both these
German phases of thought. He began as a
practical reformer, giving strong expression
to current discontent. But he was born in
an argumentative age, and had had the
scholastic training of Oxford, and he found
reasons for his protest that could be construed
as heresy. He was influenced by the imperial-
istic writers of Germany to deny the unlimited
rights which were claimed by the Pope.
He denied also the absolute sacredness of
Church property; if it were abused, the
temporal power might take it away. But he
was also a deeply religious man, convinced
that ecclesiastical acts are not unconditionally
valid. A good man, if the Pope excommuni-
cate him, is none the worse; indeed, if he
suffer unjust excommunication, he is the
better for it; Pope and cardinals cannot
restore a sinner unless Divine grace be in him.
The Pope is not exempt from censure and
correction. Such were some of Wyclif's
theses, and he had his University behind him